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Use tubs, raised beds, shallow boxes, and other con-
tainers to permit gardening in areas where conven-
tional soil beds are impossible. 
Plant vegetables with attractive leaves as border 
plants in the vegetable or flower garden. Lettuce, 
parsley, and herbs are particularly suitable for the 
foreground, and chard, asparagus, and kale are attrac-
tive. background plants. 
Consider locations other than the conventional 
backyard garden. Investigate the possibilities of raised 
beds or containers on decks and patios, and in fence 
corners. 
Display individual characteristics of vegetables by 
planting as single specimens or in random groupings 
rather than in straight rows. 
Modular Containers 
Modular arrangements of plant boxes can add ef-
fectively to the landscape decor in outdoor living 
areas. Containers with a 6-inch soil depth are suffi-
cient for green onions, radishes, most leaf lettuce vari-
eties, Swiss chard, and parsley or chives. An 8- to 10-
inch depth should be used for larger vegetables. 
A typical modular arrangement. See MWPS-12, "Out-
door living," for construction details of modular con-
tainers. 




